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make sure that schools chart the path to ex-
cellence necessary so every child learns.

But at the Federal level, we can institute
structural reform or insist upon changes that
will eventually yield to structural reform, and
that’s what the whole educational debate is
about. And it’s an important debate in Amer-
ica, and I’m really glad we’ve engaged early
on that subject in the Senate and the House.
You got more than you wanted.

Mr. Taylor. Education is also very impor-
tant to me. As I had mentioned earlier, I
have two small children. And as they grow
up, we need to have some type of account-
ability so that they are learning the reading
and writing skills necessary.

The President. It starts with you, how-
ever, as you know.

[The discussion continued to its conclusion.]

NOTE: The roundtable began at 9:35 a.m. at Con-
trol Concepts Corp., a manufacturer of industrial
switch devices. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to former New Jersey Gov. Christine T.
Whitman, Administrator, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency; Mr. Taylor’s mother, Carolyn Taylor
Renninger, chief executive officer, Control Con-
cepts Corp.; and Gov. Tom Ridge of Pennsylvania.

Remarks in Omaha, Nebraska
February 28, 2001

The President. Thank you very much. I’m
glad I came. I’m not saying I don’t like my
new address, I do. But it’s good to get out
in the countryside, too. It’s good to get out
so I can shake hands with the folks that make
America work. It’s good to get to the heart-
land, where people proudly stand on values
of faith and family.

I’m honored you’d invite me. I’m glad I
came. Mr. Mayor, thank you for your friend-
ship. It’s great to be here with the Governor
and first lady of the State of Nebraska, two
fine people and two good friends of Laura
and mine.

It’s also a thrill to travel from Washington
with two fine United States Senators, Senator
Hagel and Senator Nelson. The good thing
about these two Senators is this: I know I’m
going to be able to count on them in the
pinch. I know when it comes to doing the

right thing, they’ll listen to the people of Ne-
braska.

I’m also honored to be traveling with the
Congressman, Lee Terry. He’s a good, solid
man. I’m proud to be on the stage with three
Iowa Congressmen. And I appreciate you re-
laxing your border standards to let them in.
[Laughter] The Lieutenant Governor is here.

My fellow citizens, it is an honor to be
your President. I’m proud to call 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue home, and so is the First
Lady. And I was proud to stand up in front
of the United States Congress last night to
bring a message of the American people, a
commonsense message, a message of budgets
and priorities. I truly felt like I was rep-
resenting you when I talked about fiscal san-
ity and talked about the need for our Govern-
ment to set clear priorities.

One of our priorities in the budget and
one of our national priorities must be to make
sure that every child—I mean every child—
gets educated in the great land called Amer-
ica. Even though I have a Washington, DC,
temporary address, I want you to know I
strongly believe in local control of schools.
I believe the people who care more about
the children of Nebraska are the citizens of
Nebraska and we must work together, the
Congress and the executive branch must
work together to pass power out of Wash-
ington to provide flexibility at the local level.
One size does not fit all when it comes to
educating the children of our country.

I want to insist that we spend more money
on programs like reading initiatives—an ini-
tiative that will help all children learn to read,
an initiative that will be based upon the fact
that reading is a science—and we must use
curriculum that will work. Phonics needs to
be an integral part of the curriculum.

We’re going to raise the standards. You
see, what we believe is that every child in
America can learn. We’re going to reject the
thought that certain children can’t learn, so
we’ll just move them through the system.
That’s got to end—it’s got to end. And what
we stand for, what the people know makes
sense is that in order to determine whether
or not all children are learning, it’s essential
that we measure. It’s essential that local folks
develop strong accountability systems. So we
ask the question, do you know how to read?
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And if you do, we’ll praise the teachers.
And we always have got to praise the teach-
ers. But if our accountability system shows
that children are not learning to read, instead
of sitting by and saying, ‘‘Oh, maybe some-
thing positive will happen,’’ it will serve as
a go-by; it will serve as an opportunity for
us to say, ‘‘Let’s solve the problems early be-
fore it’s too late.’’ There are no second-rate
children in America, and there are no sec-
ond-rate dreams. So our budget prioritizes
education with the understanding, however,
that the schools will be run at the local level.

I set another priority, and that’s to pay the
men and women who wear our uniform bet-
ter wages. I am proud to be the Commander
in Chief. The mission of the United States
military will be to train our troops to be pre-
pared to fight and win war and, therefore,
prevent war from happening in the first
place.

A priority in the budget is to make sure
that people who don’t have health care insur-
ance who work have health care insurance.
A priority in the budget is to fulfill our prom-
ise to the seniors by funding Medicare. I
want you to know you can hear all the rhet-
oric about the apologists for bigger Govern-
ment in Washington, but with the right prior-
ities and the right focus, we will double the
Medicare budget over the next 10 years to
make sure our seniors have got a Medicare
system that we can be proud of, one that,
by the way, includes prescription drugs.

Oh, I know you’ll hear a lot of talk about
Social Security, and we should talk about So-
cial Security. But under our vision of what
we ought to do with the budget, we set aside
all $2.6 trillion of the payroll taxes that are
heading into Social Security and spend them
only on Social Security.

Now, some of the people in Washington
aren’t going to like my budget because we
don’t grow the budget quite as fast as they
would like. The budget increased last year
by 8 percent. That’s significantly higher than
the rate of inflation. That was higher than
real income grew. I mean, they were growing
that budget—it was like a bidding contest to
see who could spend the most money got
out of town first. Those days must end. The
budget I submitted to the Congress is one
that said we could meet our needs and grow

our discretionary spending at a realistic and
reasonable 4 percent.

There’s a lot of talk in Washington about
debt, and like you, I’m concerned about debt.
I want to remind you there’s two types of
debt: one is at the Government level; and
one is at the individual level. First let me
talk about Government debt. With the right
kind of leadership and the right kind of focus
and working with members of both parties,
we can pay down $2 trillion of national debt
over the next decade.

Somebody said, ‘‘Well, why don’t you pay
down more than that.’’ Well, first of all, a
lot of the bonds don’t retire, aren’t to be re-
tired—they don’t expire during the 10-year
period. It makes absolutely no sense to pre-
pay debt which will cost the taxpayers more
money. That doesn’t make any sense. We
ought to pay debt as it comes due. And the
only debt that comes due is $2 trillion over
the next 10 years, and that’s the debt we’ll
repay.

We paid down debt; we’ve met our prior-
ities; there’s still money left over. And like
any wise, any wise person who cares about
budgets, we ought to set some aside for con-
tingencies. So we set aside a trillion dollars
over the next 10 years for contingencies. And
what might some of those contingencies be?

Well, making sure we take care of the sen-
iors. As you know, one of the things I’m going
to do is have a full review of our military’s
capabilities and how we ought to restructure
our forces to meet the future. And perhaps
we’ll need more money to fund those prior-
ities.

I can assure you, we’re going to worry
about the agricultural sector here in the
United States. And perhaps—and perhaps
we’ll need to spend some of that contingency
money on the ag sector as we transform our
agricultural sector to one that is going to be
able to trade freely around the world.

Let me say as an aside, I strongly support
ethanol. Let me say as an aside, we should
not use food as a diplomatic weapon from
this point forward. We shouldn’t view agri-
culture as a stepchild when it comes to inter-
national trade negotiations.

So we’ve set priorities. We’ve paid down
$2 trillion of debt. We’ve got a trillion dollars
of contingency set aside over the next 10
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years, and there’s still money left over—
there’s still money left over—and there’s a
fundamental choice: Do we spend it?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Or do we remember

whose money it is in the first place?
The surplus is not the Government’s

money. The surplus is the people’s money,
and I’m here to ask you to join me in making
that case to any Federal official you can find.
I think we’re in pretty good shape with the
Nebraska delegation. I certainly hope so. I
certainly hope so.

But this is a plan that hears the voices of
thousands of working Americans, people who
are struggling to get ahead. I’m keenly aware
the energy bills are going up all across the
country. We need an energy policy. We also
must have a tax relief policy that understands
working Americans are paying higher energy
costs than ever before.

I’m keenly aware that many of our citizens
have got a lot of consumer debt. There’s a
lot of talk about debt at the national level,
and I’m worried about it. I’m also worried
about consumer debt on individual families.
I’m aware that this economy is beginning to
sputter a little bit, and it makes sense to com-
bine good monetary policy with good fiscal
policy. I believe by giving people some of
your own money back it will help kick-start
this economy so people will be able to find
work who’s looking for a job.

In case anybody asks you, here’s the plan.
We’re going to drop the bottom rate from
15 percent to 10 percent. We increase the
child credit from $500 to $1,000. We drop
all rates and simplify the code. We drop the
top rate from 39.6 to 33 percent, and there’s
two primary reasons, two reasons I want to
share with you. One is there ought to be
some principle involved in the Tax Code, and
one of the principles is, the Federal Govern-
ment should take no more than a third of
anybody’s check.

But there is a second principle. We must
understand that there are thousands of unin-
corporated small businesses in America and
thousands of Sub S corporations that pay the
highest income tax rate. And in order to stim-
ulate the entrepreneurial spirit of America,
in order to encourage capital formation in

small businesses, it makes sense to drop the
top rate from 39.6 to 33 percent.

I know the advocates—I can already hear
some of the voices of the advocates for big
Government, the folks that want to keep your
money in Washington to expand the size of
the Government. They’re going to say, ‘‘Oh,
this is only for the rich.’’ Well, first of all,
we’re going to reject class warfare. Secondly,
we don’t believe in targeting some people
in or some people out. We believe everybody
who pays taxes ought to get tax relief. Third-
ly, ours is a philosophy that says we know
Government’s role is not to create wealth but
to create an environment in which entre-
preneurs and small businesses can realize
their dreams in America. Fifthly, we under-
stand the marriage penalty is unfair, and we
better do something about it. And those of
us who have spent some time in the agricul-
tural sector and in the heartland understand
how unfair the death penalty is—the death
tax is, and we need to get rid of it.

I don’t want to get rid of the death pen-
alty—[laughter]—just the death tax.

There is a lot of talk about how this plan,
it really isn’t going to affect people. Today
the Ojedas are with us, Tony and Cynthia,
and I want to thank you all for coming. And
I appreciate the patience of your children.
[Laughter] As you can see, they are proud
parents of three children. Right now, last
year, they paid $3,170 in Federal income
taxes. Under our plan, a plan that benefits
everybody who pays taxes, a plan where the
greatest percentage of tax relief goes to the
people at the bottom end of the economic
ladder, a plan that is eminently fair, a plan
that doesn’t affect the size of the Federal
Government in a negative way, a plan that
helps meet priorities—these folks will save
$2,120.

Oh, I know that doesn’t sound like a lot
of money to folks that are rolling in dough.
But $2,120 means a lot to the Ojeda family.
It means a lot when you’re paying high en-
ergy bills. It means a lot when you are wor-
ried about the education of your three chil-
dren. It means a lot when you want to save.
It means a lot when you want to do your
duty as a mom and a dad to prepare for your
children’s future. No, $2,120 is a significant
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amount of money. It’s the right thing to do
for America.

Now, we’ve submitted the people’s budget
to Congress. It’s a budget that sets priorities,
a budget that pays down debt, a budget that
worries about the future, but a budget that
keeps in mind the fact that our people are
overtaxed. And I am here asking Congress
to give you a refund.

Audience members. Refund! Refund!
The President. I want to thank you all

for coming out. It is so refreshing to travel
the—to travel your streets and to see people
come out. I know there is an overflow room
here of a thousand people, and I want to
thank you all for coming.

I want to tell you there is something big-
ger, though, than just a legislative agenda at
hand. It is truly the greatness of the country.
My job is to remind all of us that responsi-
bility begins at home, that the biggest job,
if you happen to be fortunate enough to be
a mom or a dad, your biggest job is not your
day job; your biggest job is your 24-hour job
of loving your children with all your heart
and all your soul. That’s the best thing all
of us can do.

The best thing all of us can do in this Na-
tion, whether our job is President or Boy
Scout leader or Sunday school teacher or
teacher, is to teach our youngsters the dif-
ference between right and wrong, is to en-
courage them to be responsible for the deci-
sions they make in life, is to make sure that
every child, regardless of how he or she are
born, knows somebody cares for them, some-
body loves them.

No, the great strength of this country, the
great strength of this country can be found
in the heartland of America, where neighbor
turns to neighbor and says, ‘‘What can I do
to help you, neighbor,’’ if you’ve got a prob-
lem, where there are thousands of people
saying, ‘‘I want to help somebody in need,’’
coming out of our churches and synagogues
and mosques.

My job—my job is not only to argue and
work to get a legislative agenda passed that
will help Americans help themselves. My job
is also to remind America how great we are,
that we’re a blessed nation, a nation indivis-
ible under God, the greatest nation on the
face of the Earth.

Together—together we can help this Na-
tion fulfill its greatest promise, where every
child realizes the American experience is
meant for them, where every child can learn
to read, where moms and dads understand
the top priority is to love their children.

No, the greatness of this country is ahead
of us. We’ve been great in the past, but the
future has never been brighter. And the fu-
ture has never been brighter—the future has
never been brighter because the people of
this country have never been greater. It is
my honor to be your President.

Thank you for coming, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. in
Mancuso Hall at the Omaha Civic Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Hal J. Daub of
Omaha; Gov. Mike Johanns and Lt. Gov. Dave
Maurstad of Nebraska; and Governor Johanns’
wife, Stephanie.

Exchange With Reporters in Council
Bluffs, Iowa
February 28, 2001

Seattle Earthquake
Q. Mr. President, any reaction to the

earthquake news?
The President. I talked to the FEMA Di-

rector. He is on top of it. He is gathering
all the information. He is in touch with the
officials in the State of Washington. I think
the Governor is on an airplane now, but as
soon as he lands, we’ll be in touch. Then we
will assess whatever damage, and we will pro-
vide whatever resources are necessary to help
the people.

Q. When were you told?
The President. I was told in Omaha.
Q. Do you have a message for the people

of Washington?
The President. Well, God bless, obvi-

ously. Anything we can do to help, we will
do so.

Q. Can you talk about your contingency
plan as part of your budget outline and how
this——

The President. Well, we’ve got money set
aside for emergencies such as these.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 2:35
p.m. at the Old Carnegie Library. In his remarks,
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